Planning Board Meeting Minutes
Date: June 12, 2019

Time: 7:30pm
X J. Hargraves X A. Pease
J. Lindquist x | T. Foster
X T. Cantor W. Stacy (associate)

Also Attending:
e laura Harbottle

Jeanie caught that pesky French flu... feel well!

Meeting Opened at 7:30pm.

Meeting Minutes:

e TBD
ANR:
® None

Land Use Agent FY2019 Contract Amendment:
e Alan moved to approve the contract; Tricia seconded; all approved; none

Land Use Agent FY2020 contract discussion:
e Laura has other upcoming opportunities; the Board will need to evaluate priorities and
long-term plan for the land-use agent
e The Board will need to evaluate the priorities to determine what could be done in the
interim until the land use agent is again available
® hereis some overlap between activities defined in the scope of work and the activities
in the Open Space Plan
e [|tems that are underway/started/or could be started:
o Natural Resource Protection Zoning
o Trail and Conservation Projects:
m Community grant acquired with other efforts
m Buzynski(sp??) property work
m Open space plan - there is still work to be done
m Trail improvement, construction, and plan - has not been started
o Misc Planning Tasks
m Housing plan - obtained some monies and assistance from MSRPC
® Possible things that the Board can work on in the absence of a Land Use Agent:
o Natural Resource Protection Zoning



o

Community Development Plan
m Addressing greater density for the middle of town; housing options
m Looking at ways to improving infrastructure for water, sewer, etc.. (such
as bringing in Fitchburg water)
m Address the existing Community Development Plan

® The board will focus on the land use section of the Community Development Plan
e laura to provide materials to assist in our continued efforts in her absence

Natural Resource Protection Zoning review of plans from other towns/Community Develop
Plan update discussion:
e Instead of creating a whole new bylaw, we could look at tweaking the existing bylaws to
support the NRPZ
e Chart providing comparison of different towns and their measures (proposed and
approved) was provided
e Things to consider for zoning:

(@]
o

O

The number of plots that a developer wishes versus what the town wants
Location and use of open space in the development plan;

m  Would the town want public access, trails, etc

m Consider what the property owners in that development would also want

in addition to what the town is looking for

Size of the lot compared to the size of the house (4k house on 15k lot)
Define a minimum contiguous open space, limited by sewer requirements
Consider impact of road standards, whether it would be lowered to support the
land plan; consider drainage requirements; consider keeping the roads private
Density bonus could be considered for things like more open space, affordable
units, senior housing, increasing units with increased open space
Base requirements on buildable lots (upland versus wetland)


http://www.ci.ashby.ma.us/plan/Community%20Development%20Plan/Ashby%20Draft%20Natural%20Resources%20and%20OS%20mar%2004.pdf

COMPARISON OF TOWNS WITH DIFFERENT OPEN SPACE PROTECTION MEASURES
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Items not anticipated by the chairman

® None

Meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.

Submitted by:
Terri Cantor
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